
Student-Centered Campfire Activities

It is not an overreach to say that campfire and evening drama programs are mainstays of resi-

dential programming. These are times when students can join their voices in song, create shared 

moments and jokes from skits, and access the wide range of emotions that music and drama 

provoke. Social and emotional learning (SEL) is already happening during campfire programs. 

What follows are two ideas for how you can support SEL development by allowing students to 

take leadership in creating the moments to be shared. 



Campfire activity

This is a student generated, often very creative campfire activity that works for most ages, elementary to adult. 
For school groups, encourage an adult to join each group of students. Depending on the group size, this can eas-
ily take 30-45 minutes, so factor that into your planning.  

Materials
List of well-known fairy tales, enough to split into 4 to 5 groups of 4-8 people, though you can create larger 
groups if necessary. Each fairy tale should be written on a slip of paper. Include various props—anything will do 
here, one or two per group.

Activity
Everybody gets to be a star! Each group will draw the name of a fairy tale that they will then reimagine or re-
write to follow the same general story line, or feature similar characters, but unfold in a completely different 
direction. Examples might include: Adapting Goldilocks and the Three Bears to a modern-day urban environment. 
Recasting Cinderella to star a river otter or school principal in the lead role. Changing Jack and Beanstalk to Ja-
mie and the Poison Oak...really, there is no limit to the creativity and flexibility. Resist the urge to limit creativity!

Make sure that each group has at least a passing familiarity with the plot and characters of the tale, and ran-
domly distribute the props to each group. Many ‘classic’ tales are less familiar than you’d think, so check in with 
them and have more than enough options to switch out if necessary. 

Every person needs to play a role, and the props must be used in the plot.  

Give each group a ridiculously short amount of time to put their skits together—make this part of the challenge 
and fun! I usually tell them that they will have five minutes to do it, but then end up giving them about ten, 
checking in with each group to make sure they are energized.  

Then, let the show begin!  

Call each group to the ‘stage’ in turns, and prepare to clap wildly at the end. Make sure the audience follows ba-
sic audience rules of appreciation, and caution them that unexpected things will happen and they should remain 
as quiet as possible during the performances to see and hear all of the funny lines!

Fairy tale and folktale ideas: (Note: this list is largely Euro-centric. We recognize the need to find familiar 
stories from origins outside of European folktales.)

•	 Jack and the Beanstalk
•	 Cinderella
•	 Rumpelstiltskin
•	 Goldilocks and the Three Bears
•	 Beauty and the Beast
•	 Hansel and Gretel
•	 Little Red Riding Hood
•	 Sleeping Beauty
•	 Rapunzel
•	 Anansi the Spider
•	 The Tortoise and the Hare

Pourquoi Adaptation:
To move away from the fairy tale theme, ask students to create or recreate a traditional Pourquoi story, which is 
a retelling of an origin story. Examples include:
- Why do mosquitoes buzz in people’s ears?
- How did the elephant get its trunk?
Consider stories that help tell the story of the place by focusing on geographic features or endemic species. 

Fractured Fairy Tales



Here are some excerpts from 
Great Smoky Mountains Institute 
at Tremont’s lesson plan for 
Story of the Day, a day-ending 
student gathering that focuses 
on having students highlight and 
reflect upon the major moments 
of their first day in residence. 


